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SALT TWO 


SECRET/EXDIS / SESSION J] 
A-L21 
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 
U.S. SALT DELEGATION 
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 


DATE: December 19, 1972 
TIME: 7:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Swiss Reception, Geneva 


SUBJECT: Soviet Military Training, Officer Retirements 


PARTICIPANTS: US USSR 


Col C.G. FitzGerald Gen Lt ILI. Beletsky 


erga 


During the Swiss--hosted reception for the SALT Delegations, 
Gen Beletsky and I discusscd the following non-SALT topics. 


Military Training 


In response to questions, Gen Beletsky said that the 1967 
Draft Law has not caused any significant training problems. He 
said this is true, despite the shortened term of service from three 
to two years and the fact that there are two call-ups cach year instead 
of one. In regard to the former change, he said that, on the whole, 
the youth of today entering the Ground Forces have a better cducation 
than in the past. In addition, the pre-induction military training 
they receive is even better than in the past. Thus, the average 
individual can receive in two years the same training as was given in 
three years. He also noted that a larger number of NCOs with long 


- service is available to assist company commanders during the training 


year. As regards the semi-annual call-ups, he said the Soviet 
Army has profited from Finnish and Swedish experience with 
multiple call-ups to remedy the problems which it had during the 
first 2-3 years of the new system. 


He declared that the majority of recruits are graduates of 
8-year schools (Comment: presumably from the villages) and 
technical institutes. He said that approximately 25% are graduates 
of 10-year schools. 
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Officer Retirement 

Gen Beletsky said that the new officer retirement law is, 
in general, being observed with colonels retiring at 50 and general 
officers at 55, unless holding a designated assignment, Retirement 


pay for colonels is 200 rubles per month and for general officers 
300 rubles. 
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